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States. When the League of Peace arrives, as it surely 
will, the United States can disband its army and navy, 
as the State of New York and the State of Virginia did 
when they joined the Union. At present the interna- 
tional realm is unorganized. It is the problem of the 
peace movement to organize it on the basis of law. As 
we progress toward this goal we should synchronously 
reduce our armaments; otherwise we shall witness the 
paradox of the rates of peace insurance going up while 
the risks are going down." 

A gentleman from Chicago, whose formal contribu- 
tion has not yet arrived, writes in answer to a second 
letter: 

''About that Southern 'Christian' who believes in war : 
Yes, I received your letter. Such things stir me to the 
very foundations. I have an ever-deepening horror of 
bloody 'Christians.' To me a 'Christian' murderer is no 
more impossible than a 'Christian' supporter of the war 
system. If it is not too late, and you still wish it, I can 
write two hundred words with as much self-restraint as 
I can command. But it will be radical, and not 
strengthen the peace society's standing with 'judicial' 
people, I fear." 

The German Free School and the Peace 
Movement. 

(Die Frei Schulgemeinde. ) 
By Dr. Oustav Wyneken. 

The author of the following article founded the famous 
German Free School at Wickersdorf, In Thurlngia, in 1906. 
The enterprise has met with such success that he is now 
engaged in establishing a much larger school of the same 
character at Triberg, in the Black Forest, where he is receiv- 
ing the moral support of the progressive government of 
Baden.' Pacifists are interested in this movement because 
of the fact that the rest of the secondary education in Ger- 
many is at present in the complete power of the militarists. 
It lends interest to the article to know that Dr. Wyneken 
was dismissed from one of the regular secondary schools by 
the government of Saxe-Meiningen a few years ago on ac- 
count of his progressive peace ideals. — The Editob. 

The international peace movement has met with a 
powerful enemy in the German Empire, in a field where 
it was least expected— that is, the field of education. 
While the prime purpose of education is to conquer the 
primitive and barbaric instincts of mankind, education 
in Germany has betrayed civilization at the present time 
by openly advocating and setting ablaze latent warlike 
instincts. 

The national pan-Teutonic character revealed by the 
method of teaching history in practically all the German 
schools has long been known. The German college 
teacher has been the supreme example of the boasting 
Teuton. Within the past two or three years, however, 
this evil tendency has assumed an especially serious and 
dangerous form. Not content with imposing these false 
conceptions upon the youth in the actual teaching, the 
war party has taken possession of their free time and 
play, in order that unconsciously they might become 
permeated with the national spirit. 

This dangerous development began with the found- 
ing of the Young German League (Jung Deutschland 
Bund). The ostensible object was to fit the youth for 
military service by physical training, military games, 
etc. But from the beginning there has never been any 



doubt of the political activity of the league in further- 
ing the purpose of the pan-Teutonic chauvinism. 

This Young German movement spread through the 
secondary schools with the rapidity of an epidemic, and 
has already united a half million youth under its ban- 
ner. The league is supported by the government by 
means of large subventions, and is promoted in every 
possible way by the military and the school authorities. 
It enjoys the protection of princes and of generals. Its 
chief source of strength, however, lies in the fact that it 
offers in contrast to the monotonous and hated school 
work an activity which brings them pleasure and which 
they can believe to be serious and vital or important. 

The dangers of this new Young German movement- 
should not be underestimated. Instead of a new gener- 
ation growing up to create a people ruled by higher in- 
stincts and a strong will to create a higher culture and 
civilization, barbarism raises its head suddenly among 
them. 

Prom all indications, the youth, who should be the 
creators of a more progressive age, will be more reaction- 
ary than the older generation. 

How can this danger be met ? The answer must be, 
of course, by reforming the school system. The first 
step is to reform the teaching. In place of the national 
teaching of history, the instruction must work toward 
inculcating the conviction that the spreading and deep- 
ening of civilization and the humanities is the task of 
mankind and the essence of history. The new instruc- 
tion should further give a deep insight into the present 
social and economic interdependence of the nations and 
thereby automatically make clear the folly of war. 

But such an intellectual reform of education in the 
secondary schools is not sufficient because nationalism 
is much more a matter of feeling than of reasoned con- 
viction. The sources of wrong feeling can only be 
reached by drawing into service the emotions and the 
will. There must be created the same enthusiasm for 
the peaceful co-operation of nations and the raising of 
the level of human civilization as is now created for 
war and the policy of the mailed fist. But this enthu- 
siasm must not remain theoretical and abstract, but it 
must have an opportunity to transform itself into action 
just as the Young German League gives to its members 
the opportunity to take a practical part in the warlike 
exercises. 

This second problem of education reform, namely, the 
participation of the youth in really serious work, is much 
more difficult than the reform of the teaching of history 
and has not as yet even been attempted. 

It cannot be hoped under present conditions that the 
educational reform in the public schools above outlined 
will be carried out by the State. Therefore, only one 
way is possible; public opinion must be awakened and 
must exert a continual pressure on legislative and con- 
trolling bodies. 

Moreover, a new generation of teachers and educators 
must be trained to take hold of the task of educational 
reform. Both these things can only be partially at- 
tained by literary propaganda. Since this suffers from 
the prejudice against doctrines and purely theoretical 
reasoning, only by a practical example can the new 
educational ideal be demonstrated to the public; only 
through the witness of a new concrete fact can faith 
and enthusiasm be generated. 
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This is the significance of the German Free School. 
It has already attracted public attention to an extraor- 
dinary degree in spite of the fact that on account of 
financial difficulties it has been only an experiment on 
a small scale. 

The German Free School is the realization of a thor- 
oughly worked out pedagogical idea. It allies itself 
without reserve to the forces of reason and civilization; 
it seeks to train up young men and women, whose whole 
power is concentrated on the progress of the rational 
organization of human society and on the cultivation 
of all the spiritual treasures of mankind. 

For the first time in Germany this school has placed 
on its program the supplementing of history teaching 
by the study of present and past civilization, thus meet- 
ing the first condition of reform in the actual teaching. 

Still more interesting is the pioneer work of the 
school with regard to the forming of character. Through 
its democratic institutions it has succeeded in fusing 
together into a community of comrades both teachers 
and students, in winning the loyal support of the stu- 
dents for the maintenance of discipline, and in encour- 
aging them to organize their social life by taking upon 
themselves duties and responsibilities. 

The students thus learn through their instruction to 
range themselves with the constructive forces of the 
great drama of human progress. They are also able to 
identify their own school as one of the most important 
organs of society for guaranteeing social and intellect- 
ual advancement. When they are given an -opportunity 
to take part in the management of a school so conceived 
and so dedicated to human progress, they become con- 
scious of the value and importance of their work. Thus 
is reached, but this time in the right direction, the same 
result as is obtained by the Young German League : the 
possibility that the youth may take their own work seri- 
ously. And as, in addition, the German Free School, 
through the encouragement of manual training and 
sports, meets the needs of youth for physical activity in 
a much higher degree than the Young German move- 
ment, we may consider it as the real remedy against the 
threatened militarization of the German young man and 
woman. Nothing could be more effective for spreading 
peace ideas among the German people than the estab- 
lishment of a model free school on a large scale, which 
might become a lighthouse for the newer ideals of peace 
and education among the German youth. 

To this consideration must be added two favoring cir- 
cumstances. The first is that experience shows that 
such model schools are favorite places for gathering to- 
gether students from many nations, thus widening the 
mental horizon of the pupils and preparing the way for 
the work of international understanding. Secondly, 
experience also shows that a large proportion of the stu- 
dents in such model schools come from the families 
which are taking a leading part in the intellectual and 
social life of the nation. This makes it possible to win 
the future leaders of the nation and most influential 
personalities for the peace cause and for a rational 
organization of international relations. 



The October number of Blackwood's Magazine con- 
tains a sixteen-page poem by Alfred Noyes. It is called 
"The Winepress," and it is a forcible arraignment of 
war — in particular, the Balkan war. 



The Doom of War. 

By Arthur Deerin Call. 

(Concluded from the August-September Advocate of Peace.) 

IV. 

THE EI8E OF DEFINITE PEACE AGENCIES. 

What results can the peace workers show — what ac- 
complishments sufficiently tangible to record? Let us 
briefly examine some facts. 

The Year 1815. 

One of the mile-stone years of history is the year 
1815. It will be remembered for reasons other than 
the useless battle of New Orleans, or the wicked woe 
of Waterloo, or the beginning of the Holy Alliance, 
and the rise of the Monroe Doctrine. In that 
year, to illustrate, Belgium, taken from France, let 
loose the forces which ended finally in her neutraliza- 
tion in 1831. In that year the Grand Duchy of Luxem- 
burg was added to Holland, and headed for ultimate 
neutralization in 1867. That was the year in which the 
Treaty of Ghent was ratified, the instrument that ended 
forever international Anglo-Saxon war. It is the year 
that marks the "Congress of Vienna," a peace congress 
indeed, establishing the Kingdom of the Netherlands, 
uniting Norway and Sweden, neutralizing Switzerland, 
reorganizing Germany, bringing peace to Europe foi 
over a generation, and directing the statesmanship of 
the continent for nearly a half century. It is the year 
in which Benjamin Lundy began the first anti-slavery 
societies, the beginning of the end of the institution of 
slavery. In that year, too, the world found itself sick 
and tired of "seven," "thirty," and "one hundred years 
wars," of Napoleonic conflagrations, of the loss and 
misery following the French Bevolution, the American 
Bevolution, and the War of 1812. The gun had utterly 
consumed in its blasting flames the war passions of men. 
The blood lust of nations had been surfeited in 1815. 

As a result, and for the first time in the history of the 
world, peace societies began. In that year, 1815, three, 
no one knowing the plans of the others, sprang into 
being— the first in August, at the home of Mr. David 
Low Dodge, in New York City; another in Ohio, De- 
cember 2; another, upon Noah Worcester's initiative, 
December 26, in Massachusetts. Well may the year 
1815 be remembered as the year of the great uprising — 
the year of "general pacification." 

Other Evidences of Advance. 

Since the beginning of the nineteenth century the 
strides toward the conception of international peace 
have been very marked. John Jay was burned in effigy 
for inserting . arbitration clauses in a treaty between 
this country and Great Britain in 1794; but since that 
time there have been approximately 300 important in- 
ternational arbitrations between the countries of the 
world. The most rapid increase in the number of these 
treaties has been within the last generation. None of 
these treaties has ever needed a gun to defend its pro- 
visions. 

The first tract professedly and exclusively published 
for the promotion of peace was published by Mr. David 
Low Dodge, the famous merchant of New York City and 



